AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 


1, (Currently amended) A single-layer touchpad for providing 
input to a device, said single -layer touchpad comprised of: 

a transparent substrate; 

a first active electrode disposed on the transparent 
substrate in at least two discrete regions of a touch- sensitive 
area, wherein the first active electrode is generally transparent 
when diopoocd over a diaplay ocrQcn ; 

a sense electrode disposed on a same side of the transparent 
substrate and adjacent to the first active electrode in the at 
least two discrete regions, wherein the sense electrode is 
generally transparent when diopoocd over the dioplay ocrccn , and 
wherein the sense electrode does not overlap the first active 
electrode; and 

a touchpad sensing circuit coupled to the first active 
electrode and to the sense electrode , wherein the touchpad 
ocnoing circuit dotcrminco when a pointing object makco contact 
in the touch ocnoitivc area, and wherein the touchpad ocnoing 
circuit dctcrminco in which of the at Icaot two diocrctc rcgiono 
the pointing object hao made contact to thereby provide at least 
some touchpad functionality to the device . 

2. (New) The single-layer touchpad as defined in claim 1 
wherein the first active electrode includes material that makes 
the first active electrode visible. 


3. (New) The single-layer touchpad as defined in claim 2 
wherein the first active electrode is formed in a desired pattern 
or shape such that the desired pattern or shape is visible. 

4. (New) The single-layer touchpad as defined in claim 1 
wherein the sense electrode includes material that makes the 
sense electrode visible. 

5. (New) The single-layer touchpad as defined in claim 4 
wherein the sense electrode is formed in a desired pattern or 
shape such that the desired pattern or shape is visible. 

6. (New) The single-layer touchpad as defined in claim 1 
wherein the single -layer touchpad is further comprised of a 
grounding electrode, wherein the grounding electrode shields the 
first active electrode and the sense electrode from interference. 

7. (New) The single-layer touchpad as defined in claim 1 
wherein the touchpad sensing circuit is capable of providing 
limited touchpad functionality. 

8. (New) The single-layer touchpad as defined in claim 7 
wherein the touchpad sensing circuit is only capable of providing 
touch detection in the at least two discrete regions. 


9. (New) The single-layer touchpad as defined in claim 1 
wherein the device further comprises a display screen, wherein 
the single-layer touchpad is at least partially disposed over the 
display screen, wherein the display screen is visible through the 
transparent substrate . 

10. (New) A method for providing a single-layer touchpad in 
an electronic appliance in order to provide limited touchpad 
functionality, said method comprising the steps of: 

(1) providing a transparent substrate; 

(2) disposing a first active electrode on the transparent 
substrate in at least two discrete regions of a touch- sensitive 
area, wherein the first active electrode is generally 
transparent ; 

(3) disposing a sense electrode on a same side of the 
transparent substrate and adjacent to the first active electrode 
in the at least two discrete regions, wherein the sense electrode 
is generally transparent, and wherein the sense electrode does 
not overlap the first active electrode; 

(4) coupling a touchpad sensing circuit to the first active 
electrode and to the sense electrode; and 

(5) determining in which of the least two discrete regions 
a user makes contact with the touch- sensitive area to thereby 
provide limited touchpad functionality to the electronic 
appliance . 


11. (New) The method as defined in claim 10 wherein the 
method further comprises the step of making the first active 
electrode visible to a user by modifying material used for the 
first active electrode. 

12. (New) The method as defined in claim 11 wherein the 
method further comprises the step of forming the first active 
electrode in a desired shape or pattern to thereby enable a user 
to see the desired shape or pattern .when using the single-layer 
touchpad. 

13. (New) The method as defined in claim 12 wherein the 
method further comprises the step of modifying the first active 
electrode by selecting a method of modifying the first electrode 
from the methods of increasing width, increasing thickness, or 
adding a material to darken the first active electrode. 

14. (New) The method as described in claim 10 wherein the 
method further comprises the step of making the sense electrode 
visible to a user by modifying material used for the sense 
electrode. 

15. (New) The method as defined in claim 14 wherein the 
method further comprises the step of forming the sense electrode 
in a desired shape or pattern to thereby enable a user to see the 
desired shape or pattern when using the single- layer touchpad. 


16. (New) The method as defined in claim 15 wherein, the 
method further comprises the step of modifying the sense 
electrode by selecting a method of modifying the sense electrode 
from the methods of increasing width, increasing thickness, or 
adding a material to darken the sense electrode. 

17. (New) The method as defined in claim 10 wherein the 
method further comprises the step of providing a grounding 
electrode to thereby shield the first active electrode and the 
sense electrode from interference. 

18. (New) The method as defined in claim 1 wherein the 
method further comprises the step of providing limited touchpad 
functionality to the single-layer touchpad, wherein the single- 
layer touchpad is only capable of detecting an object touching 
one of the at least two discrete regions. 

19. (New) The method as defined in claim 10 wherein the 
method further comprises the steps of: 

(1) providing a display screen on the electronic appliance; 

and 

(2) disposing the single-layer touchpad at least partially 
over the display screen, wherein the display screen is visible 
through the transparent substrate. 


20. (New) The method as defined in claim 10 wherein the 

method further comprises the step of forming the first active 
electrode as a particular logo or brand name to thereby utilize 
the single-layer touchpad to advertise the particular logo or 
brand name. 


